Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART ONE — Present Tense of First Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come
in two types — Ist Conjugation
and 2nd Conjugation verbs.
Generally  speaking, Ist
Conjugation verbs have only one
syllable. 2nd Conjugation verbs a2l

have two or more. It is impor- BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

tant to remember this, as it To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or

affects the way you will slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.
conjugate the verb.

Spell it correctly!
In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more than

THE PRESENT TENSE
First Conjugation

The root forms of most 1st Conjugation verbs have one syllable. A few verbs which belong in this category are:
rith, din, bris, and fan. Below you will find the appropriate endings for the present tense of most 1st Conjugation verbs.

Present tense endings for the 1st Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDINGS: 1m, eann, imid

BRroAD ENDINGS: aim, ann, aimid

slender-ending examples:
rith
rithim, ritheann ta/sé/si,
rithimid, ritheann sibh/siad
bris
brisim, briseann ti/sé/si,
brisimid, briseann sibh/siad

broad-ending examples:
din
duinaim, ddanann ta/sé/si,
dinaimid, dinann sibh/siad
fan
fanaim, fanann ta/sé/si,
fanaimid, fanann sibh/siad

Spelling Exceptions created by the Caighdedn Oifigiuil (Official Standard)
In some verb conjugations, the Caighdedn Oifigitiil (c. 1950) eliminated in spelling certain letters which had been unpronounced in conjugated
verbs. This had the unintended consequence of creating two categories of spelling exceptions for the first conjugation, shown below.

Spelling Exception CATEGORY ONE for Present Tense, 1st Conjugation
Several 1st Conjugation verbs don't follow the pattern shown above for the present tense. If the verb has a long vowel (a vowel with a
‘fada’) and ends with igh, drop igh from the spelling before adding the endings. A good example of this type of exception is 1éigh:
léigh + im = 1éim ¢ léigh + eann = léann (tu/sé/si/sibh/siad) ¢ 1€igh + imid = 1éimid
léim, léann ti, léann sé/si, léimid, léann sibh, léann siad

Spelling Exception CATEGORY TWO for Present Tense, 1st Conjugation

A handful of 1st Conjugation verbs have a long i’ sound to them without a ‘fada’ present to indicate it. A few of them like this: suigh, guigh, nigh,
and luigh. For these, drop the igh, then use the endings given below. These use a set of endings normally associated with 2nd Conjugation verbs:

First Conjugation “Long-I-sound” Endings: im, fonn, imid

for example:

suigh + im = suim ¢ suigh + ionn = suionn ¢ suigh + imid = suimid
suim, suionn tii, suionn sé/si, suimid, suionn sibh, suionn siad

and:
nigh + im = nim ¢ nigh + fonn = nionn ¢ nigh + imid = nimid
nim, nir, nionn sé/si, nimid, nionn sibh, nionn siad

PRESENT TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS

(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — note lenition, eclipsis and n-prefix)

an is the question particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis.

For example: an nddnann sé? an élann ti?

nach is the negative question particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: nach ndiinaim? nach bhfanann sibh?

ni is the negative statement particle for the present tense. It causes lenifion.
For example: ni dhinaim. ni rithmid.

go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis or n-.
For example: Deir sé go ndinaim. Deir sé go n-6lann sé.

nach is the negative relative clause particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis or n-.

For example: Deir sé nach mbrisim. Deir sé nach n-6laimid.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs
PART TWO — Present Tense of Second Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come
in two types — 1st Conjugation
and 2nd Conjugation verbs.
Generally  speaking,  Ist

Spell it correctly!
In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
Conjugation verbs have only following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more

one syllable. 2nd Conjugation than one syllable:

verbs have two or more. It BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.
is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE PRESENT TENSE

Second Conjugation
These verbs have two or more syllables. If they end in igh, or aigh, drop off those letters, and tack on endings from the
appropriate list below. If they end in il, ir, in, or is, the second syllable is often syncopated, or condensed, before adding

the appropriate ending. See below for some examples, or consult a grammar text or verb book. A few verbs which
belong in this category are: éirigh, ceannaigh, eitil, freagair.

Present tense endings for 2nd Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDINGS: im, fonn, imid BRroaD ENDINGS: aim, aionn, aimid
slender-ending examples: broad-ending examples:
éirigh ceannaigh

€irim, éirionn ta/sé/si, €irimid, ceannaim, ceannaionn tu/sé/si, ceannaimid,

éirionn sibh/siad ceannaionn sibh/siad
eitil freagair

eitlim, eitlionn tad/sé/si, eitlimid, freagraim, freagraionn td/sé/si, freagraimid,

eitlionn sibh/siad freagraionn sibh/siad

Root Inflexion: Syncope

The term Syncopation in Irish grammar refers to a phenomenon where the vowels in the final syllable of a multi-syllable
root-word are removed before adding a suffix. These vowels would have gone unpronounced in the newly-formed word
created by the addition of the suffix, and thus are unnecessary.

In the verb examples shown above, Eitil is shortened to “eitl” by sycopation before adding the various verb endings.
Freagair is shortened to “freagr” in the same way.

A small group of second conjugation verbs resist syncopation and make up a small category of exceptions to the rule of syncope:
aithris ¢ foghlaim ¢ fulaing ¢ freastail ¢ taistil  tarraing ¢ tuirling.

PRESENT TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS
(applies to both First & Second Conjugation)

an is the question particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative question particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: an éirionn sé? an gceannaionn si? For example: nach eitlim? nach bhfreagraimid?

ni is the negative statement particle for the present tense. It causes lenifion.
For example: ni dheisim. ni cheannaimid.

go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative relative clause particle in the present tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: Deir sé go ndeisimid. Deir sé go gceannaionn si. For example: Deir sé nach bhfreagraionn si. Deir sé nach gceannaionn sibh.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART THREE — Past Tense of First Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come
in two types — Ist Conjugation
and 2nd Conjugation verbs.
Generally  speaking, st
Conjugation verbs have only
one syllable. 2nd Conjugation
verbs have two or more. It
is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

Spell it correctly!
In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more
than one syllable:

BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE PAST TENSE
First Conjugation

The past tense is considered by many to be the easiest tense to conjugate. To form the past tense for first conjugation
verbs, just follow all of the following four steps that apply to the verb you wish to conjugate, and do so in this order:

A. Start with the spelling of the root/command form;

B. Lenite the initial consonant if lenitable;

C. Add d’ before those verbs starting with vowels or fh (which is silent anyway);

D. Use the separate pronoun forms, except in the first person plural (see below).

A few verbs from this category which will illustrate the above instructions are: cuir, din, éist, fan.

Past tense endings for 1st Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDING: eamar (1st person plural) BROAD ENDING: amar (1st person plural)
slender-ending examples: broad-ending examples:
cuir ddan
chuir mé/ta/sé/si, chuireamar, chuir sibh/siad dhdn mé/ti/sé/si, dhinamar, dhin sibh/siad
éist fan
d’éist mé/ta/sé/si, d’€isteamar, d’€ist sibh/siad d’fhan mé/ti/sé/si, d’fhanamar, d’fthan sibh/siad

About past tense lenition and d’

The learner will note in the instructions above that standard Irish prescribes lenition for consonant-fronted verbs in the past
tense, and the addition of d’ for those which start with a vowel or fh.

Historically, Irish once placed a particle do before past tense verbs (shortened to d’ before vowels and th), a particle which
caused lenition. The do is now omitted in all dialects except Munster and only the d’ remains. When adding verbal particles

(see below) the d’ is omitted.

PAST TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS

(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — lenition stays intact while d’ is omitted)

ar is the question particle in the past tense. nar is the negative question particle in the past tense.
For example: ar dhin sé? ar éist si? For example: nar chuir mé? nar fhanamar?

nior is the negative statement particle for the past tense.
For example: nior dhiin sibh. nior chuireamar.

gur is the affirmative relative clause particle in the past tense. nar is the negative relative clause particle in the past tense.
For example: Deir sé gur 6l sibh. Deir sé gur chuir si. For example: Deir sé nar dhiinamar. Deir sé nar €ist sibh.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART FOUR — Past Tense of Second Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come

in two types — 1st Conjugation Spell it COl’reCtly.’

and 2nd Conjugation verbs. In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
Generally  speaking,  Ist consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
Conjugation verbs have only following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more
one syllable. 2nd Conjugation than one syllable:

verbs have two or more. It BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE PAST TENSE
Second Conjugation

The procedure for conjugating the past tense of regular second conjugation verbs is very similar to that used for the first
conjugation, the difference being the endings used for 1st-person plural and the use of syncope (introduced in part two) for
verbs ending in il, ir, in, or is. To form the past tense for second conjugation verbs, just follow all of the following four
steps that apply to the verb you wish to conjugate, and do so in this order:

A. Start with the spelling of the root/command form;

B. Lenite the initial consonant if lenitable;

C. Add d’ before those verbs starting with vowels or fh (which is silent anyway);

D. Use the separate pronoun forms, except in the first person plural (see below).
A few verbs from this category which will illustrate the above instructions are: éirigh, ceannaigh, deisigh, freagair.
Fast tense endings for 2nd Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDING: fomar (1st person plural) BROAD ENDING: aiomar (1st person plural)
slender-ending examples: broad-ending examples:
éirigh ceannaigh
d’éirigh mé/td/sé/si, d’éiriomar, d’éirigh sibh/siad cheannaigh mé/ti/sé/si, cheannaiomar, cheannaigh sibh/siad
deisigh freagair
dheisigh mé/ti/sé/si, dheisiomar, dheisigh sibh/siad d’threagair mé/ti/sé/si, d’ fhreagraiomar*, d’threagair sibh/siad

About past tense lenition and d’
The learner will note in the instructions above that standard Irish prescribes lenition for consonant-fronted verbs in the past tense, and the addition of d’ for
those which start with a vowel or fh.

Historically, Irish once placed a particle do before past tense verbs (shortened to d’ before vowels and th), a particle which caused lenition. The do is now
omitted in all dialects except Munster and only the d’ remains. When adding verbal particles (see below) the d’ is omitted.

* Syncope Reminder

The term Syncopation in Irish grammar refers to a phenomenon where the vowels in the final syllable of a multi-syllable root-word are removed before adding a suffix,
as a way of removing unpronounced syllables. Eitil is shortened to “eitl” by sycopation before adding the various verb endings. Freagair is shortened to “freagr” in
the same way. Verbs wich resist syncopation: aithris * foghlaim ¢ fulaing ¢ freastail * taistil ® tarraing * tuirling.

PAST TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS
(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — lenition stays intact while d’ is omitted)
ar is the question particle in the past tense. nar is the negative question particle in the past tense.
For example: ar dheisigh sé? ar éirigh si? For example: nar cheannaigh mé? nar fhreagraiomar?

nior is the negative statement particle for the past tense.
For example: nior éirigh sibh. nior dheisigh siad.
gur is the affirmative relative clause particle in the past tense. nar is the negative relative clause particle in the past tense.
For example: Deir sé gur éirigh sé. Deir sé gur cheannaiomar. For example: Deir sé nar éirigh ti. Deir sé nar fhreagair sibh.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART FIVE — Future Tense of First Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come

in two types — st Conjugation Sp ell it corr eCtly Y

and 2nd Conjugation verbs. In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
Generally speaking, Ist consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
Conjugation verbs have only following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more
one syllable. 2nd Conjugation than one syllable:

verbs have two or more. I BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE FUTURE TENSE
First Conjugation

Start with the spelling of the root form of 1st Conjugation verbs; with most of these, just add the appropriate
ending to make the future tense. If the verb ends with gh, drop those letters from the spelling before adding the
endings. A few verbs which belong in this category are: cuir, tog, 1éigh, glan.

Future tense endings for 1st Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDING: fidh, fimid BRroAD ENDING: faidh, faimid
slender-ending examples: broad-ending examples:
cuir tog
cuirfidh mé/ta/sé/si, cuirfimid, cuirfidh sibh/siad togfaidh mé/ti/sé/si, togfaimid, togfaidh sibh/siad
léigh glan
1€ifidh mé/ti/sé/si, 1éifimid, I€ifidh sibh/siad glanfaidh mé/ta/sé/si, glanfaimid, glanfaidh sibh/siad

Spelling Exceptions created by the Caighdedn Oifigiuil (Official Standard)
In some verb conjugations, the Caighdedn Oifigitiil (c. 1950) eliminated in spelling certain letters which had been unpronounced in conjugated
verbs. This had the unintended consequence of creating two categories of spelling exceptions for the first conjugation, shown below.

Spelling Exception CATEGORY ONE for Future Tense, 1st Conjugation
Several 1st Conjugation verbs don’t follow the pattern shown above for the future tense. If the verb has a long vowel (a vowel with
a ‘fada’) and ends with igh, drop igh from the spelling before adding the endings. A good example of this type of exception is 1éigh:
léigh + fidh = léifidh (mé/td/sé/si/sibh/siad) < léigh + fimid = léifimid

Spelling Exception CATEGORY TWO for Future Tense, 1st Conjugation
A handful of 1st Conjugation verbs have a long 9’ sound to them without a ‘fada’ present to indicate it. A few of them like this:
suigh, guigh, nigh, and luigh. For these, drop the igh, then use the endings given below:
First Conjugation “Long-I-sound” Endings: ifidh, ifimid
for example: and:
suigh + ifidh = suifidh (mé/td/sé/sf/sibh/siad) suigh + ifimid = suifimid nigh + ifidh = nifidh (mé/td/s¢/si/sibh/siad) * nigh + ifimid = nifimid

FUTURE TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS

(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — note lenition, eclipsis and n-prefix)

an is the question particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative question particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: an ndinfaidh sé? an 6lfaidh ti? For example: mach ndinfaidh si? nach bhfanfaidh sibh?

ni is the negative statement particle for the future tense. It causes lenifion.
For example: ni dhinfaidh mé. ni rithfimid.

go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis orn-.  nach is the negative relative clause particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis or n-.
For example:  Deir sé go ndiinfaidh mé. Deir sé go n-lfaidh sé. For example:  Deir sé nach mbrisfimid. Deir sé nach n-6lfaimid.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART Six — Future Tense of Second Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come

in two types — 1st Conjugation Spell i correCtly.’

and 2nd Conjugation verbs. In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
Generally  speaking,  Ist consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
Conjugation verbs have only following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more
one syllable. 2nd Conjugation than one syllable:

verbs have two or more. It BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE FUTURE TENSE
Second Conjugation
Start with the spelling of the root form of 2nd Conjugation verbs; if they end in igh, or aigh, drop off those
letters, and tack on endings from the appropriate list below. If they end in il, ir, in, or is, the second
syllable is often syncopated, or condensed, before adding the appropriate ending*. A few verbs which
belong in this category: éirigh, ceannaigh, eitil, freagair.

Future tense endings for 2nd Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDING: eoidh, eoimid BROAD ENDING: 6idh, éimid
slender-ending examples: broad-ending examples:
éirigh ceannaigh
éireoidh mé/ta/sé/si, €ireoimid, €ireoidh sibh/siad ceannoidh mé/ta/sé/si, ceanndimid, ceanndidh sibh/siad
eitil freagair
eitleoidh mé/ti/sé/si, eitleoimid, eitleoidh sibh/siad freagroidh mé/ti/sé/si, freagréimid, freagréidh sibh/siad

* 2nd conjugation verbs whose second syllable starts with an “l” and ends with an “m” will not syncopate prior to adding enddings.

Root Inflexion: Syncope

The term Syncopation in Irish grammar refers to a phenomenon where the vowels in the final syllable of a multi-syllable
root-word are removed before adding a suffix. These vowels would have gone unpronounced in the newly-formed word
created by the addition of the suffix, and thus are unnecessary.

In the verb examples shown above, Eitil is shortened to “eitl” by sycopation before adding the various verb endings.
Freagair is shortened to “freagr” in the same way.

A small group of second conjugation verbs resist syncopation and make up a small category of exceptions to the rule of syncope:
aithris ¢ foghlaim ¢ fulaing ¢ freastail ¢ taistil  tarraing ¢ tuirling.

FUTURE TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS
(applies to both First & Second Conjugation)
an is the question particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative question particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: an éireoidh sé? an gceanndidh si? For example: nach eitleoidh mé? nach bhfreagreoimid?

ni is the negative statement particle for the future tense. It causes lenifion.
For example: ni dheiseoidh si. ni cheannéimid.

go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative relative clause particle in the future tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: Deir sé go ndeiseoimid. Deir sé go gceanndidh si. For example: Deir sé nach bhfreagréidh si. Deir sé nach gceannéidh sibh.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART SEVEN — Imperfect (Past Habitual) Tense of First Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come
in two types — 1st Conjugation

Spell it correctly!

and 2nd Conjugation verbs. In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
Generally  speaking, Ist consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
Conjugation verbs have only following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more

one syllable. 2nd Conjugation than one syllable:
BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

verbs have two or more. It
is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

THE IMPERFECT (PAST HABITUAL) TENSE
First Conjugation

To form the imperfect tense for first conjugation verbs, just follow all of the following steps below that
apply to the verb you wish to conjugate, and do so in this order:

A. Start with the spelling of the root/command form;

B. Lenite the initial consonant if lenitable;

C. Add d’ before those verbs starting with vowels or fh (which is silent anyway);

D. Add the appropriate ending (see below).

Imperfect tense endings for 1st Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDING: inn, tea, eadh, imis, idis

BROAD ENDING: ainn, ta, adh, aimis, aidis

slender-ending examples:
rith
rithinn, rithtea, ritheadh sé/si
rithimis, ritheadh sibh, rithidis
bris
bhrisinn, bhristea, bhriseadh sé/si
bhrisimis, bhriseadh sibh, bhrisidis

broad-ending examples:
din
dhuinainn, dhinta, dhinadh sé/si
dhunaimis, dhinadh sibh, dhinaidis
fan
d’fhanainn, d’fhanta, d’thanadh sé/si
d’fhanaimis, d’fhanadh sibh, d’fhanaidis

About Imperfect (Past Habitual) Tense lenition and d’

The learner will note in the instructions above that standard Irish prescribes lenition for consonant-fronted verbs in the
imperfect tense, and the addition of d’ for those which start with a vowel or th.

Historically, Irish once placed a particle do before imperfect tense verbs (shortened to d’ before vowels and th), a particle
which caused lenition. The do is now omitted in all dialects except Munster and only the d’ remains. When adding verbal

particles (see below) the d’ is omitted.

IMPERFECT TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS
(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — any d’ prefix is omitted and lenition is removed where eclipsis is prescribed)

an is the question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.

For example: an mbrisinn? an ndinadh si?

nach is the negative question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: nach mbristea? nach ndinaidis?

ni is the negative statement particle for the imperfect tense. It causes lenifion.
For example: ni bhriseadh sibh. ni dhinta.

go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: Deir sé go mbrisimis. Deir sé go ndinadh si.

nach is the negative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example:  Deir sé nach mbristea. Deir sé nach ndinadh sé.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART EIGHT — Imperfect (Past Habitual) Tense of Second Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come

in two types — 1st Conjugation Spell it corr ectly !

and 2nd Conjugation verbs. In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
Generally  speaking,  Ist consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
Conjugation verbs have only following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more
one syllable. 2nd Conjugation than one syllable:

verbs have two or more. It BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE IMPERFECT (PAST HABITUAL) TENSE

Second Conjugation
The procedure for conjugating the imperfect tense of regular second conjugation verbs is very similar to that used for the
first conjugation, the differences being the endings used, and the use of syncope (introduced in part two) for verbs ending
inil, ir, in, or is. To form the imperfect tense for second conjugation verbs, just follow all of the following steps that apply
to the verb you wish to conjugate, and do so in this order:

A. Start with the spelling of the root/command form:;

B. Lenite the initial consonant if lenitable;

C. Add d’ before those verbs starting with vowels or fh (which is silent anyway);

D. Remove any igh or aigh endings, or;

E. Syncopate (remove vowels from) the last syllable of non-igh/aigh ending verbs;

F. Add the appropriate ending (see below).
A few verbs from this category which will illustrate the above instructions are: bailigh, ceannaigh, eitil, freagair.
Imperfect tense endings for 2nd Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDING: inn, itea, iodh, imis, idis BROAD ENDING: inn, itea, iodh, imis, idis
slender-ending examples: broad-ending examples:
bailigh ceannaigh
bhailinn, bhailited, bhailiodh sé/si cheannainn, cheannaited, cheannaiodh sé/si
bhailimis, bhailiodh sibh, bhailidis cheannaimis, cheannaiodh sibh, cheannaidis
eitil freagair
d’eitlinn, d’eitlited, d’eitliodh sé/si d’threagrainn, d’fhreagraited, d’threagraiodh sé/si
d’eitlimis, d’eitliodh sibh, d’€&itlidis d’threagraimis, d’threagraiodh sibh, d’threagraidis

About imperfect tense lenition and d’

The learner will note in the instructions above that standard Irish prescribes lenition for consonant-fronted verbs in the imperfect tense,
and the addition of d’ for those which start with a vowel or fh.
Historically, Irish once placed a particle do before imperfect tense verbs (shortened to d’ before vowels and th), a particle which caused lenition.
The do is now omitted in all dialects except Munster and only the d’ remains. When adding verbal particles (see below) the d’ is omitted.

* Syncope Reminder
The term Syncopation in Irish grammar refers to a phenomenon where the vowels in the final syllable of a multi-syllable root-word are removed before adding a suffix,

as a way of removing unpronounced syllables. Eitil is shortened to “eitl” by sycopation before adding the various verb endings. Freagair is shortened to “ 7 in
the same way. Verbs wich resist syncopation: aithris * foghlaim ¢ fulaing  freastail ¢ taistil * tarraing * tuirling.

IMPERFECT TENSE VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS
(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — any d’ prefix is omitted and lenition is removed where eclipsis is prescribed)

an is the question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: an mbailinn? an geeannaitea? For example: nach mbailidis? nach gceannaiodh sibh?

ni is the negative statement particle for the imperfect tense. It causes lenifion.
For example: ni bhailiodh sibh. ni cheannaitea.
go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: Deir sé go mbailimis. Deir sé go gceannaiodh si. For example: Deir sé nach mbailinn. Deir sé nach gceannaiodh sé.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART NINE — Conditional Mood of First Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come
in two types — 1st Conjugation
and 2nd Conjugation verbs.
Generally  speaking,  Ist
Conjugation verbs have only
one syllable. 2nd Conjugation
verbs have two or more. It
is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

Spell it correctly!

In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more
than one syllable:

BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE CONDITIONAL MOOD
First Conjugation

To form the conditional mood for first conjugation verbs, just follow all of the following steps below that
apply to the verb you wish to conjugate, and do so in this order:

A. Start with the spelling of the root/command form;

B. Lenite the initial consonant if lenitable;

C. Add d’ before those verbs starting with vowels or fh (which is silent anyway);

D. Add the appropriate ending (see below).

Conditional Mood endings for 1st Conjugation:
SLENDER ENDING: finn, fed, feadh, fimis, fidis

BROAD ENDING: fainn, fa, fadh, faimis, faidis

slender-ending examples:
rith
rithfinn, rithfea, rithfeadh sé/si
rithfimis, rithfeadh sibh, rithfidis
bris
bhrisfinn, bhrisfea, bhrisfeadh sé/si
bhrisfimis, bhrisfeadh sibh, bhrisfidis

broad-ending examples:
din
dhunfainn, dhunfa, dhinfadh sé/si
dhunfaimis, dhunfadh sibh, dhdnfaidis
fan
d’fhanfainn, d’fhanfa, d’fhanfadh sé/si
d’fhanfaimis, d’fhanfadh sibh,d’fhanfaidis

About Conditional Mood lenition and d’

The learner will note in the instructions above that standard Irish prescribes lenition for consonant-fronted verbs in the
conditional mood, and the addition of d’ for those which start with a vowel or fh.

Historically, Irish once placed a particle do before conditional mood verbs (shortened to d’ before vowels and th), a particle
which caused lenition. The do is now omitted in all dialects except Munster and only the d’ remains. When adding verbal
particles (see below) the d’ is omitted.

CoONDITIONAL MOOD VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS
(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — any d’ prefix is omitted and lenition is removed where eclipsis is prescribed)

an is the question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: an mbrisfinn? an ndinfadh si?

go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: Deir sé go mbrisfimis. Deir sé go ndinfadh si.

nach is the negative question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: nach mbrisfea? nach ndunfaidis?

ni is the negative statement particle for the imperfect tense. It causes lenifion.
For example: ni bhrisfeadh sibh. ni dhinfa.
nach is the negative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: Deir sé nach mbrisfea. Deir sé nach ndinfadh sé.
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Conjugating Regular Irish Verbs

PART TEN — Conditional Mood of Second Conjugation

The regular verbs in Irish come

in two types — 1st Conjugation Spell it correctly.’

and 2nd Conjugation verbs. In Irish, vowels are either slender or broad, and can change the sound of nearby
Generally  speaking, Ist consonants. E and I are slender vowels, and A, O, and U are broad. Remember the
Conjugation verbs have only following phrase in order to spell your conjugated verbs correctly if they have more
one syllable. 2nd Conjugation than one syllable:

verbs have nwo or more. It BROAD with BROAD, and SLENDER with SLENDER.

is important to remember this,
as it affects the way you will
conjugate the verb.

To be precise, the first vowel used in the second syllable must be of the same type (broad or
slender) as the last vowel used in the first syllable. We will demonstrate this principle below.

THE CONDITIONAL MOOD

Second Conjugation

The procedure for conjugating the conditional mood of regular second conjugation verbs is very similar to that used for the
first conjugation, the differences being the endings used, and the use of syncope (introduced in part two) for verbs ending
in il, ir, in, or is. To form the conditional mood for second conjugation verbs, just follow all of the following steps that
apply to the verb you wish to conjugate, and do so in this order:

A. Start with the spelling of the root/command form;

B. Lenite the initial consonant if lenitable;

C. Add d’ before those verbs starting with vowels or fh (which is silent anyway);

D. Remove any igh or aigh endings, or;

E. Syncopate (remove vowels from) the last syllable of non-igh/aigh ending verbs;

F. Add the appropriate ending (see below).
A few verbs from this category which will illustrate the above instructions are: bailigh, ceannaigh, eitil, freagair.
Imperfect tense endings for 2nd Conjugation:

SLENDER ENDING: eoinn, eofa, eodh, eoimis, eoidis BROAD ENDING: 6inn, 6fa, 6dh, 6imis, éidis
slender-ending examples: broad-ending examples:
bailigh ceannaigh

bhaileoinn, bhaileof4, bhaileodh sé/si cheanndinn, cheann6fa, cheannédh sé/st

bhaileomis, bhaileodh sibh, bhaileoidis cheann6imis, cheann6dh sibh, cheanndidis
eitil freagair

d’eitleoinn, d’eitleofd, d’eitleodh sé/si d’threagréinn, d’threagréfa, d’threagrédh sé/si

d’eitleomis, d’eitleodh sibh, d’éitleoidis d’threagréimis, d’fhreagrédh sibh, d’threagréidis

About conditional mood lenition and d’

The learner will note in the instructions above that standard Irish prescribes lenition for consonant-fronted verbs in the conditional mood
and the addition of d’ for those which start with a vowel or fh.
Historically, Irish once placed a particle do before conditional mood verbs (shortened to d’ before vowels and th), a particle which caused lenition.
The do is now omitted in all dialects except Munster and only the d’ remains. When adding verbal particles (see below) the d’ is omitted.

* Syncope Reminder
The term Syncopation in Irish grammar refers to a phenomenon where the vowels in the final syllable of a multi-syllable root-word are removed before adding a suffix,

as a way of removing unpronounced syllables. Eitil is shortened to “eitl” by sycopation before adding the various verb endings. Freagair is shortened to “freagr” in
the same way. Verbs wich resist syncopation: aithris  foghlaim ¢ fulaing ¢ freastail ¢ taistil * tarraing * tuirling.

CONDITIONAL MOOD VERBAL PARTICLES & MUTATIONS
(applies to both First & Second Conjugation — any d’ prefix is omitted and lenition is removed where eclipsis is prescribed)
an is the question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative question particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: an mbaileoinn? an gceanneofa? For example: nach mbaileoidis? nach gceannédh sibh?

ni is the negative statement particle for the imperfect tense. It causes lenition.
For example: ni bhaileodh sibh. ni cheannofa.
go is the affirmative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis. nach is the negative relative clause particle in the imperfect tense. It causes eclipsis.
For example: Deir sé go mbaileoimis. Deir sé go gceannddh si. For example: Deir sé nach mbaileoinn. Deir sé nach gceanndédh sé.
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